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<Abstract>

Towards an Ethic of Bible Translation

Dr. Steven Voth

(United Bible Societies America Area Translation Consultant)

The study attempts to analyze the issue of ethics and Bible translation by looking
carefully at specific real-life translation situations. Within the methodology of case-
studies, two main realities are addressed: ideology and marketing. The study delves
into the pressures and influences that these realities exert on the process of Bible
translation. Bible translation is never totally free from these two impending
pressures and thus the ethics of Bible translation is affected by these. In the final
analysis the study seeks to propose a Bible translation ethic which is flexible but at
the same time liberating. It proposes that human need must be placed front and

centre in the development and articulation of any Bible translation ethic.
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